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MAYORS’ SUMMIT 
DECEMBER 1st, 2007

NOVI SAD DECLARATION

We, the Mayors of major Balkan cities-members of BALCINET, after a constructive discussion in the context of the 2007 annual Mayors’ Summit held in the City of Novi Sad and excellently organised under the thorough care of its Mayor, Mrs Maja Gojković, declare the following:


At this time of great changes in the political, economic and environmental sectors, cooperation among major cities of Balkan countries is truly significant and urgent in its prospects. 

European integration and the accession of countries of this region into the European Union is the ultimate goal of our Network actions. At the Novi Sad Summit there were, for the first time, participating cities from three EU Member States. An active engagement of BALCINET cities in the direction of European integration will be two-fold: 
a) Through BALCINET’s institutional approach to the European Institutions (EU and Council of Europe), such as the Committee of the Regions, the Committee of  Local and Regional Authorities, the European Commission / General Directorates of Regional Policies and Enlargement, so as to promote BALCINET as an active partner, consultant and beneficiary of actions and funding. Therefore we entrust the Executive Secretariat of the Network with the task to explore the possibilities of linking the BALCINET with the above-mentioned institutions.
b) Through mobilisation to exploit trans-border and other programmes and initiatives funded by the European Union and the Council of Europe, following initiatives undertaken by Balkan cities from the EU member states, with the active support of the Executive Secretariat of BALCINET.


Furthermore, as we recognise significant climatic changes and intensification of the phenomena of water shortages and floods over extending areas, trans-municipal cooperation will be focusing on issues concerning environmental conservation, underlining integrated sustainable management of water resources per hydrological basin and giving priority to international basins through the mobilisation of local authorities and the submittal of relevant proposals for funding by the EU. We also consider the acceleration of projects for supplying water to major cities through national and European resources an important issue in order to prevent unpleasant water shortages.

We, the Mayors of major Balkan Cities, confirm our dedication to the principles of friendship, solidarity and co-operation as the guarantee for the stability and development of our region, taking into account the political stability of municipal authorities and their priorities, which focus on their citizens’ quality of life and on resolving of issues that can be managed through commonly agreed solutions. 

We underline the capacity of BALCINET cities to contribute dynamically and effectively to the efforts for the reconstruction of Balkan countries and to their common European prospects. 

We elect the city of Thessaloniki as the Presiding city of BALCINET for the year 2009; we commonly agree that the City of Ankara will host the Cultural Festival of BALCINET members in the summer of 2008 and we renew our appointment for a year from now, at Sarajevo, the Presiding city for 2008, at the  annual BALCINET Mayors’ Summit.  
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